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sole purpose of forcing them to give up all the 
‘| money. they: have, as the price of their rélease. 
with our administration of justice, developed in 
a single day's investigations of this Committee, 
Their existence haa long been Kfiown,\and dé- 
nounced oyer and over again by the’ Press, — 
but without effect: No. effort seems!to have 
been made in any quarter to arrest them. We 
have never heard of a solitary attempt to punish 
any man for participation in them, though the 
facts. are notorious and universally known... 

We trust that the evidence which this Com- 
mittee Inay élicit, ift references ‘to these corrapt 
and infamous practices, will’ be: made the basis 
for some stringent and efficient legislation upon 
the subject, And we hope the Cominiittee will 
make the inquiry asthorough as possible. They 
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cent developments, it wonld seem that our whole 
municipal system is utterly rotten and corrupt: 
During:the present year -six members of -the 
Common Council have been’ indicted by the 
Grand Jury, the City Judge has been tried on 
an indictment for taking bribes, and the Chief of 
Police. has been declared; by a majority of the 
Board of Aldermen, fegally incompetent. for 
The Know-Nothing Nomination. 

The Know-Nothings, at their National Coan-, 
cil, held in “June last .at‘ Philadelphia, . fixed 
upon the 22d of February next as the day for 
nominating a candidate’ for «the “Presidency. 
The President of the National Council, E. B, 
BA®trett, at . the written request of five Dele- 
gates representing five State Councils, as is re- 
quired-by the Constitution, has summoned a 
special meeting of the National Council, to be 
held at Philadelphia on the 18th of February,- 
—four days before the meeting of the nomi- 
nating Convention,—“for the transaction .of 
such business as ‘may be brought before it.” 

What this business will be is, of course, ‘mat- 
ter of conjecture.“ It'is supposed, however, that 
the object of the. meeting is to postpone the 
nomination of a Presidetitial, Candidate. On’ 
many accounts it is undesirablé to have a nomi- 
nation made at so early a day. - It has been 
found inexpedient to expose a candidate to.at- 
tack for so long a time before the eléction. 
And the opinion is entertained very widely 
among members of .the Order, that it will be 
unwise to put their candidate before the people 
three or four months in advance of the: other 
parties,.as it will submit him. needlessly and 
injuriously to their gnited: asspults.  Othérs, 
friends of particular candidates, think they 
will :gain strength by delay... The National 
Council is the only body'that lias autliority to 
postpone the meeting of the Convention's and | 
itis not at. all unlikely, therefore, that the 
special meeting called for the 18th of Typaapey 
is to be Held for that purpose. 

It is not easy to-conjecture yet, with: any cer 
tainty, who is likely to be their. candidate. 
Some months" ago “Hoa: “GAibterr’ Davis; of 


Kentucky, was 9 ‘favorite with many of the 
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As things stand now, therefore, we think Mr. | opja'| 
Fuuwomn. has. -by...far. the . best. chance of | . 


being: thé pth n is ‘candidate for ‘the 
7 deta hin: eat 
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to the Board. of Aldermen, which will be found 


oh Our sixth page, protesting, against the action 
of that Board in declaring his. effice vacant, ‘as 


illegal, and declaring his readiness to disprove 
the charge ‘of alienage made against him, 
whenever called upon by flie proper suthority 
to do so. He now states that his father was « 


naturalized citizen of. the. United. States, and 
that, to the best of hia knowledge and belief, he 
himeelf was borm in this City. - 


“Academy of Music. ’ 

“ Lucrezia Borgia” will be produced here to-night 
with Mlle. Drprax as the Orsini, It is said to be éne 
of her best characters. The cast in other respects 
isas strong as the Academy. can make it, and that 
is saying everything. 

There is we are happy to ss a slight improvement 
in the houses, but they are ¢ discreditably slim. ; 


DESTRUCTIVE FIRE AT THE SING SING PRISON. 
: — ee i 
Loss About $80,000. 
\Gocemettligentieniai 
Suse Bure, Wednesday, Dec. 6, 185i 

About 6 o'clock this evening, a fire was discov- 
ered in ote of the buildings. attached. to the State 
Prison at this place. ' 

It-originated in the State Shop, where the cloth- 
ing of the “Hsonis manufactured, and where the 
-wearing apparel of the prisoners is stored. 

Before it could be subdued, the fire spread te the 
hat shop, and soon swept through the entire range 
of the south wing, a two-story sténe building, and 
a one-story building running at right angles with 
the. south. wing. These shops were oooupied by 
CuaBLes Watson, who employed about sixty con- 
victs in the manufacture of hats. It was filled with 
the most beautifal.and complicated machinery, and 
a large stock of wool accumulated for the Winter's 
éupply. Mr. Wasson's loss is estimated at’ full 
940,000, but whether insured or not could not ‘be 


The. property {m the State Shop, sad which is 
destroyed, will not probably exceed $5,000 in value. 
It wae principally the accumulated trash of years, 

lally the machinery used in the manufacture of 

“The shops destroyed it will cost the State $25,000 
to replace, ‘The ‘walls. of the main wing are aun 
standing, atid may be rebuilt upon. 

The destruction of all this property was .accom- 
plished within two hours—the fire exceeding in bril- 
liancy anything before witnessed in the locality of 
the Prison:. During the fire the steam-whistle of 
thé-boiler in the hat shop played a shrill overture 
to the crackling flames. 

When the express train passed through the prison 

it was-feared that the new building, erect- 
ed for the use of the stone contractors, would alto 
be destroyed. “It is filled with new and valuable 
maehisiery, which. has: been in. use but a few 
days. If that is destroyed the loss will be incrensed 
at leagt $80,000. 
‘Phe origin of the fire i not known. When first 
discovered it was burning in the yicinity of thestove 
ia the State Shop. 

It ie surmised that it ‘was the work of an incendi- 
ary, and fired for the purpose of affording an.oppor- 
tunity for the escape. of some of the convicts. 

This is the fifth fire that has occurred at this Insti- 
tution, and probably: the most: destructive of any. 
The last fire destroyed an extensive range of shops 
tm the centre of the yard. Of course, ‘every fire 


Western members, but of Inte his name is less | 


frequently mentioned. ° Sax Hovsrow,’ who.s 
year ago was the most prominent of their can- 
ditates, seems to have been, dropped entirely. 
In this. State ao very.active canvas is go-\| . 
ing on between Grorex Law and the friends 


and position,—upon the nationality of his late 
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During the fire, a number of the convicts were 


“taken from the ¢ells, snd goodservice they, ren- | 


in subduing the flames, But to the 
and faithfulness of the ~ Sy anmcaaaneyt we 9 jo the 
State indebted for the preservation of the Store- 
fous, Agent's dwelling, and probably the principal 


by a atts articles destroyed in. the State 
was the shower-bath, wherewith refractory 
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this Joun D. Van' Buren? they.ask. 

Daytd Van Boxzn,' I reply; ‘and I‘ say here to 
Davip as Jo-Naruan Of old said to-his friend Daym, 
‘Thou .are,the map.’. But he.had read in -the 
Tues how his friend Jom D: Van Buren had lost 
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